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Abstract

The Qahtaba ibn Shabib al-Tai family is considered one of the most prominent Arab families
that played a pivotal and significant role in the establishment of the Abbasid state and the
consolidation of its foundations since the early stages of the movement in Khorasan. They
contributed through their important military and political efforts in transferring the movement
from its secret phase to the public stage, and subsequently in enabling the Abbasids to gain
full control over the reins of power after the overthrow of the Umayyad state in 132 AH / 750
A.D. Members of the family continued to support the Abbasid Caliphate in the subsequent
stages, reflecting the depth of their status and the importance of their active and sustained role
in strengthening the political, military, and social stability of the emerging state in a clear and
influential manner. The importance of coins in this study is evident as a tangible and
documentary source that fills the gaps overlooked by historical sources, as the inscriptions
and phrases on the coinage reveal the nature of political, social, and religious relationships
and alliances during this important and distinctive period. Therefore, the study aims to
document the relationship between the Qahtaba family and the Abbasid Caliphate through the
careful study and analysis of coins, deriving significant historical indications that reflect the
family’s crucial and highly influential role in founding the Abbasid state.
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